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Course Description:  

“American Literature, based on Indiana’s Academic Standards for English/Language Arts and the 

Common Core State Standards for English/Language Arts, is a study of representative works and 

authors of the United States from pre-revolutionary times to the present. Students will read, analyze, 

evaluate, critique, and actively respond to a wide variety of literary genres that reflect American culture, 

from literature, history, and other subjects by demonstrating how the ideas and concepts presented in 

the works are interconnected, distinctly American, and important to an understanding of the 

development of the current culture.” (Indiana Department of Education, State Approved Course Titles 

and Descriptions) 

 

In addition, this course develops skills in composition and vocabulary development essential to ongoing 

academic success across the curriculum.  

 

Course Objectives: 

Throughout this course, students will study: 

❏ The development of creative literature and poetry 

❏ The emerging and diverse voices of American literature, both traditional and contemporary 

❏ The relevance and evolution of the conflicts and themes within American literature 

❏ The writing process through the writing of essays of varying lengths and levels of complexity and 

depths of research. 

 

Required Materials:  

❏ 3-Ring binder and 5 dividers - Student Provided 

❏ College ruled looseleaf paper - Student Provided 

❏ Writing utensils (blue and black pens and a pencil for scantron)  - Student Provided 

❏ Vocabulary Power Plus for the New SAT, Book Three- Teacher assigned 

❏ Prentice Hall The American Experience - Teacher assigned 

 

Grading Scale: 

A = 90 - 100      B = 80 - 89 C = 70 - 79      D = 60 - 69 F = 59 and below 

 

Grade Determination:   

Tests/Essays 40%  

Homework/Classwork:    30% 

Quizzes:                               20%   

Participation:  10% 

 

mailto:rmullaney@bishopnoll.org


 

Academic Integrity: 

As a student at Bishop Noll Institute, you are expected to adhere to the standards and policies 

detailed in the Bishop Noll Student Handbook. When you submit an assignment with your name on 

it, you are signifying that the work contained therein is all yours, unless otherwise cited or 

referenced. Any ideas or materials taken from another source for either written or oral use must be 

fully acknowledged.  

 

Any assignment that has been plagiarized will result in an automatic zero.  Additionally, parents 

and administration will be notified and disciplinary actions may follow. 

 

Late Work:  

❏ Daily assignments must be turned in during class on the due date.  

❏ If a daily assignment is not turned in on time, students will have 1 day to turn it in for 

50% of the original credit, after which the assignment will no longer be taken for credit.  

❏ Late submission of papers and projects will result in a 25% deduction each day it is late 

until the paper or project can no longer receive credit.  

 

General Expectations: 

All students are to follow the rules and regulations established in the BNI Student Handbook. 

Classroom rules are an extension of the academic and community expectations of Bishop Noll 

Institute.  

 

❏ Be Respectful - In order for the classroom environment to be conducive to learning and 

growth, everyone must be respectful to their peers. As students, you will be held 

accountable for your actions and expected to exhibit respectful behavior at all times. 

 

❏ Be Responsible - You are responsible for all of your work. If you are absent, it is your 

responsibility to follow up with missed notes, assignments, quizzes, and tests. You will 

find the classroom website to be very helpful for staying on track and up to date.  

 

❏ Be Ready - Come to class on time and fully prepared. You are expected to you have your 

books and homework with you upon entering class.  When the bells rings, we will all be 

ready to learn.  

Please note the information in this syllabus is subject to change, and the most updated form of the syllabus will be available online                       

through bishopnoll.org AND the class Google Classroom account.  
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